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Japan as both a mystery and inspiration – from the Viennese Fin de Siécle to the 
Avant Garde – presented by Backhausen 

Hoheneich, January 2017 – The new Backhausen collection Japonaise is a tribute to 

Japanese culture and the Japanese way of life and encapsulates the country’s 

traditional craftsmanship, elegance, simplicity and strict lines. Geometric shapes, both 

austere and flowing at the same time, are replaced by floral motives reminiscent of 

opulent kimonos. 

The 10 textiles in 14 colours have been designed to capture the latest international 

colour trends. Particular emphasis has been placed on the combination of furniture 

and décor fabrics. One of the collection’s highlights is the “Koi” pattern, designed by 

Koloman Moser, who was already involved in the Japanese art of katagami during the 

Viennese Fin de Siécle period and had this design produced by Backhausen.  

Louise Kiesling, PhD, owner and Creative Director of Backhausen on the new 

collection: “The design of the collection was inspired by traditional Japanese 

craftsmanship. We were able to emulate shashiko embroidery using our special 

pleated fabric technique. The result can be seen in ‘Enso’. I am particularly pleased 

with the fact that our creations really illustrate the craftsmanship potential fund at 

traditional Austrian companies.” This makes the name Backhausen synonymous with 

the highest quality. “We are also in tune with the time when it comes to choosing our 

materials, using natural fibres in almost all of our collections here at Backhausen,” said 

Ms. Kiesling. Attractive textiles for both decorative items and industry complement 

the product range. Japonaise is Backhausen’s eighth collection since the takeover of 

the company two years ago. It follows on from collections such as MAURESK, URBAN, 

LANA and METALL.   
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“Our customers can find inspiration for decorating their living spaces in our 

collections thanks to our combining of international trends and the highly specialized 

craftsmanship,” said Dr. Kiesling.   

About Backhausen 

Backhausen, with its headquarters in the Austrian Waldviertel region, can look back 

on a long tradition in textile weaving of over 165 years. The company has been owned 

by Louise Kiesling, PhD, since 2014, who secured Austrian cultural heritage and jobs in 

the region through the takeover. All the new collections by the textile manufacturer 

Backhausen capture the Zeitgeist of interior design even more precisely than ever and 

make Backhausen fabrics a must-have for individualists and their sophisticated 

interior furnishings once again.  


